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has been swept away, and the etymology
reconstructed by Dr. Mahn, of Berlin, in
accordance with a science which did not
exist in Webster's day. The immense
labor which Webster expended remains
only as a witness to that indomitable spirit
which enabled him to keep steadfastly to
his self-imposed task through years of isola-
tion.

The definitions in Webster's first edition
offer an almost endless opportunity for com-
ment. He found Johnson's definitions want-
ing in exactness, and often rather explana-
tions than definitions. For his part he
aimed at a somewhat plainer work. He
was under no temptation, as Johnson was,
to use a fine style, but was rather disposed
to take another direction and use an exces-
sive plainness of speech, amplifying his
definition by a reference in detail to the
synonymous words. It must be said, how-
ever, that Webster was often unnecessarily
rambling in his account of a word, as when,
for instance, under the word magnanimity
he writes: " Greatness of mind ; that eleva-
tion or dignity of soul which encounters
danger and trouble with tranquillity and

